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Fashion Design Council of Canada and MPP Cheri DiNovo Announce

Resolution to Reform the Ministry of Culture Mandate

Toronto, March 12, 2007… The Fashion Design Council of Canada and MPP Cheri DiNovo launched a campaign today at Queen’s Park to change the Ontario Ministry of Culture mandate to include fashion.  The province’s current cultural mandate excludes fashion and fashion designers. The resolution to include fashion will be taken up in the legislature next week and will bring the Province of Ontario in line with Quebec and the federal Department of Canadian Heritage who recognize fashion as a vital component of culture. 

FDCC forges the way for all sectors under the ‘design’ umbrella.  Once design is included in the Ministry of Culture’s mandate, doors that have long been open to other cultural sectors will swing open for designers.  The FDCC hopes that this will be an important first step in increasing the Canadian share of the global cultural trade.   Toronto is the fourth largest centre for design in North America after Montreal. Quebec has shown how support has direct effect on the success and growth of the fashion industry.  Funding has assisted in doubling employment in the Quebec fashion Industry from 2.6% in 2005 to 5.0% in 2006.  

Fashion designers put forth a creative vision which if nurtured can be help put Canada and Ontario on the world stage.  In this spirit I invite the public to attend the 13th L’Oréal Fashion Week which starts tomorrow and witness an important piece of Ontario culture. 

Speaking at the Press Conference today were; Cheri DiNovo - MPP, Robin Kay – President, FDCC President and Executive Director of L’Oréal Fashion Week, Linda Lewis - Chair, School of Fashion at Ryerson University and Canadian designer Shawn Hewson of sportswear label Bustle Clothing.  

• Mon.Mar.12 at 11:00 a.m. • Queen’s Park Media Studio

Announcement coincides with the L’Oréal Fashion Week March 13th to March 17th 

For schedule information visit www. lorealfashionweek.ca
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