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Parkdale-High Park




February 7, 2007

MPP CHERI DINOVO DONATES FIRST PAY INCREASE 

TO GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATION, GROUND LEVEL YOUTH VENTURES
On February 9th, MPP Cheri DiNovo, will donate the first portion of her pay increase to cash-strapped grassroots organization, Ground Level Youth Ventures of Parkdale.  This marks the first in a series of donations from DiNovo, who has pledged the monthly equivalent of her pay increase to a different charity or non-profit organization across the Parkdale-High Park riding.  

The legislation to pass the 31% pay increase for MPPs came just weeks after DiNovo introduced Bill 150 (The Living Wage Act), which would see the minimum wage raised to $10 an hour.

“There are over 1.2 million working Ontarians making an annual income that is less than $16,000.  Instead of supporting or actively considering the idea of fair living wages for all Ontarians, the Liberals and Tories voted for a pay increase that equals more than one and half times what an individual currently makes on minimum wage.”

DiNovo’s January portion of her pay raise is being donated to a non-profit, charitable organization Ground Level Youth Ventures which operates Parkdale’s Ground Level Café, an enterprise that provides jobs and job-training for at-risk youth. 

Mike Wood Daly, Executive Director of Ground Level Youth Ventures believes this donation will help bring financial stability. “Operating a business is always challenging.  Doing it by employing youth with significant challenges makes that an even greater challenge—hard, but worth it.  This gift of $1058 will be an important part of helping us through a difficult business cycle.  Helping us stay open means helping us continue to build brighter more productive futures for youth throughout the Parkdale area."

Ground Level Café, is located at 1340 Queen Street West, near the intersection of Queen Street and Dufferin Avenue.  The presentation of the cheque to the Ground Level Youth Ventures will be on Friday, February 9th at 1:00pm.

More info contact: Rowena Santos (416) 325-0244
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